Bin Ecology
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There are many critters in your bin, besides just worms, and that's fine! The bin
is a functioning ecosystem with prey and predators, primary and secondary con
sumers. The only unwanted creatures are those that harm the worms or are un
pleasant to humans (e.g. ants or fruit flies). But most bugs you
find, like springtails and sow bugs, are no problem.

Troubleshooting
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Sometimes if you leave your bin for a while, your worms get unhappy. Don't be
discouraged, though! Just give them a little attention.
Flies: Either your food scraps have larvae from your storage container (store. in
fridge) or you don't have enough top bedding to cover the food (add more b�d
ding, cover with cardboard)
Smell: Probably feeding too much, so it's rotting anaerobically. Cut back on food
until the worm population grows. Also try increasing bedding and ventilation to
get air flowing through.
Ants: Raise the bin above a "moat" of water so they can't climb into it. Ants
sometimes also mean the bedding is too dry.
Worm escape: If worms are crawling out drainage holes or climbing up the sides
of the bin, there may not be enough food, or it may be too hot, humid, or toxic
from lots of worm casting in the bin for the worms! If the environment is com
fortable, they won't leave.
Earthworm mites: Typically because too moist in bin, so add dry bedding. Can
bait the mites by putting a piece of bread or melon and remove the mite-infested
food when mites congregate on it.

For more information:
Worms Eat My Garbage by Mary Appelhof, 2000
www. mastercomposter. com I worm
http: I /www.calrecycle.ca.gov/vermi
http://www.wormwoman.com

Need help? Need worms?
Contact us at cce@asucd.ucdavis.edu
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